230               THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI
certain that your action will not have unhappy results? To
me at any rate these results are visible even today. In trying
to teach the spirit of freedom, we have lost domestic discipline.
Filial regard on the part of children seems to have disappeared.
What boots it to gain swaraj if domestic sanctities are to be
its price? Is the spinning-wheel the proper thing for a child?
He may do as he pleases later in life. If children disobey
their parents, they cannot but lose their dharma.
It is understandable that you should have faith in your
non-co-operators, but is it not likely that you are being de-
ceived ? Do you really believe that everyone is as sincere as you
are? I for one see many around who are selfish, vain and
hypocritical, I am sure you would not be happy to discover
that you had lost the sincere men and retained only irres-
ponsible people around you. How I wish I could lend you my
eyes to see that all that glitters is not gold!
It is in the hope that you may win in the end that I have
voiced these misgivings and encroached upon your time.
The original letter is even more simply and politely written
than I have been able to suggest.   Such letters, manifestly promp-
ted by love, always make me wonder whether the ordinary res-
traints of civilized life are being violated.
Some children have possibly become rude. But, then, if the
Gita has been used to justify the throwing of bombs, why be sur-
prised at misconstruction of my words ? I am sure, however, that
the movement of leaving schools has had on the whole happy results.
The original idea was sound- I am firmly of the view that it is a
sin to attend schools run by this Satanic Government. Children
under the age of 16 were not called upon to join this movement,
while those above 16, surely, have the necessary discretion to decide
for themselves,
But I always wonder if parents today have a proper under-
standing of their own duty, What would be the duty of children
whose parents are morally depraved? When parents are dissolute
and vice-ridden, what is the right course for growing sons and
daughters to follow? What course should the children of slaves
adopt?
We should not be surprised if in these matters the consequence
of too narrow an interpretation of domestic sanctities are un-
fortunate. Should the children of parents subsisting on bribery
agree to being supported with such riches or should they renounce
them? Simply because some Hindu parents may have forsaken
their dharma, should the children follow suit?